Dear Friends,

Since the last time we met in Finland, there were hopes that the Finnish government would maintain a logging moratoria in Northern Lapland until negotiations between reindeer herders, Sami parliament and Metsähallitus – the Finnish state-owned logging company – created changes in legislation for increased protected Sami forest areas. Unfortunately, Metsähallitus terminated formal negotiations with the Sámi reindeer herding co-operatives and has begun logging.

In early October, Metsähallitus began harvesting in the old growth forest area we visited in April. This forest is called KESSI and is of high importance for the local Sami people, as it is one of the remaining forest areas with typical old growth structures making it vital winter reindeer grazing area. It is also one of the 74 old growth / high conservation value forests Greenpeace mapped in 2003 and demanded the Finnish government keep under logging moratoria until they reach agreement regarding additional protection for old-growth forests with the Sami.

Current logging is taking place in the southern part of the KESSI forest and Metsähallitus plans to log hundreds more hectares in this forest area. Lumberjacks are selectively logging the forest in a high-grade fashion, meaning they are only harvesting the most valuable and oldest trees leaving only the youngest (150 years and younger) and unprofitable trees behind.

Logging has also begun in another ancient forest in Lapland called Paadarskaidi. Greenpeace research has shown this forest provides habitat for many threatened and endangered species. It is unfortunate that the Finnish government and Metsähallitus does not acknowledge the risk of species extinction as a serious enough reason to halt logging and chose to protect this forest instead.

Greenpeace last week met several people from Sami cooperatives in Lapland who reiterated their opposition the logging and have asked for our help to internationally highlight the logging and the government’s negligence.

We encourage you could spread the word of this injustice amongst your colleagues, publishers and readers to mount the pressure on the Finnish government to increase old-growth forest protection and respect the traditional land rights of the Sami in Finland.

Kind Regards,

Judy Rodrigues

Forest Campaign

Greenpeace International

